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PR
OF

ILE The cover photo shows a cool
sophisticated blond, dripping with
class but just a hint of mystery in the
eyes, ready to step out into the film
noir streets of 1940s L.A. 

Meet Kordula Polenek, one of
Hollywood’s true legends, Kordee, as
everyone calls her, retired from 20th

Century Fox after 58 years – longer
than anyone, having started during
World War II in 1944. Kordee also
happens to be a longstanding
member whose wisdom has had a
profound effect on the way we do
things here at First Entertainment. 

Her story reads like a screenplay. 

She was born in Topeka, Kansas.
Like most girls her age, she had on
her bedroom wall framed pictures of
her favorite movie stars: Mae West
and, of course, Clark Gable. But
while others would only dream of
Hollywood, Kordee would live it.

Early on, she showed a knack for
business and management. By the
time Kordee was a young woman,
before the journey to Hollywood,
Kordee was employed by the largest
savings and loan in Kansas, where
she came to appreciate the value of 
a personal and understanding
financial institution.

In 1944, Kordee made her way west
and began her career at Fox. Her
path took many turns – each of them
upwards. Kordee started in the
Screen Test Department, then
Makeup and Hairstyling, head of
Wardrobe, then to Facilities Division
as Administrator of the Department
from which she retired in 2002. Until
her retirement, Kordee kept track of
the comings and goings of everybody
and was responsible for a billion
square feet of office space at the
studio and in New York City.

With such a visible position at a
major studio, Kordee mingled with 
all the greats. Golf as a guest of
Humphrey Bogart and Lauren Bacall,
chatting at her desk with Victor
Mature, posing with Lucille Ball,
shmoozing with Judy Garland,
passing gardening tips to Doris Day,
having a young Marlon Brando offer 
a stick of gum.

She recalls May 19, 1962, the day
Marilyn Monroe was rushed into the
studio quite unexpectedly, excited to
get her hair and makeup done to
board the helicopter landing in a
field on the lot (no helipad then) to
take her to the airport to attend
President Kennedy’s birthday party,
where she would sing him “Happy
Birthday” and create one of the most
lasting images of our time.

While she was at Fox, Kordee
performed in dramatic and musical
presentations on the lot, appearing
along side Marilyn Monroe in 
“Strictly for Kicks.” An outside arena
was built instead of using the stage 
on the lot because Darryl Zanuck
would be attending.

Her involvement with credit unions
began as soon as she started at 
Fox. Kordee had heard that the Fox
Credit Union Board was looking for
someone to take the minutes of the
meetings. That’s where she started –
as Secretary on the Executive Board.
In those days, females definitely 
had their place in business; she was
one of only two females on the 
Board. But as time went on Kordee
rewrote the rules. She climbed to 
Vice President, then became the first
woman Chairman of the Board. And 
by that time, the majority of the Board
were qualified women.

In 1978, Kordee was elected President
of the newly established Women’s
Council (for assertiveness training) 
at Fox. Later it became known as 
The Fox Force when men were
encouraged to join.

In 1979, the Vice Presidents of Fox
were asked to nominate women 
in the company who had made an
exceptional contribution. Kordee 
was selected for the Woman of
Achievement Award.

In 1995, Kordee finally left the 
Fox Credit Union, only to join 
First Entertainment’s Supervisory
Committee, where she served from
1996-2004. Her years of experience
and her profound understanding of
“show” people were an enormous
help. Her ideas still resonate in
everything we do.

It’s an incredible record: 35 years
volunteering to help others make the
most of their money. But credit unions
are just one of her favorite volunteer
projects. She was an early volunteer
at the UCLA Hospital Emergency
Room and Gift Shop, and served as
President of Volunteers at L.A. County
Psychiatric Hospital.

She is truly one of a kind. Army
Archard, in his Daily Variety column of
August 19, 1999, mentioned Kordee’s
55th Anniversary with Fox when the
studio hung a banner across the front
entrance of the lot to congratulate her.
Rupert Murdoch himself took the time
to thank Kordee and wish her well.

Kordee, all of us at First Entertainment
would like to share those sentiments.
With your star quality of insight and
wisdom, you have left a lasting imprint
on our credit union.
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Retired
20th Century Fox Studios

Member
• First Entertainment Credit Union (14 years)
• 20th Century Fox Federal Credit Union 

(50+ years)

And the winner is…
Our Holiday Art Contest 
drew an amazing response.

T H E  S H O W F I R S T  Q U A R T E R  2 0 0 5

Christine C. Stern 
Financial Consultant, Advisory Associate

Fixed Annuity Factors
In a recent survey, 83% 
of respondents said they
purchased an annuity to
provide a financial cushion
in case they lived beyond
their life expectancy.

1Annuity Fact Book, National Association for Variable Annuities, 2002 
Products offered by XCU Capital Corporation, Inc. Member N.A.S.D., S.I.P.C., 5962 La Place Court, Suite 210, Carlsbad, CA
92008, are not federally insured, are not deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed by XCU Capital Corporation, Inc. or 
First Entertainment Credit Union and are subject to investment risks, including possible loss of the principle amount invested.

Remember, knowledge is power. 
Here’s your arsenal: 

The Phone Call
It starts innocently enough. You get a phone
call from someone claiming to be from your
financial institution or credit card company
asking you to verify some information. 
The scary thing is, the information they’re
asking for might not even seem important.
Don’t do it. For example, say the caller asks
you to read off the last three numbers that
appear on the back on your card near your
signature strip. Seems simple enough. Again,
don’t do it. Those innocent little numbers
are your unique “card verification value,”

and if a con artist already has your card
number, they can use this information to
convince online and phone merchants that
they’re you.

So how do you know which calls are real
and which are fake? The clue is that the
caller is asking you for personal data. If you
ever get such a request, be suspicious. Just
tell them that you don't discuss your financial
account information over the phone and say
you'll call back. If the call is legit, they'll
understand. When you call back, make sure
to call your financial institution directly or dial
the 800 number on your credit card. Under
no circumstances call a number provided 
to you by the caller. 

The Email
This is a really insidious one. Electronic
messaging has made the con artist’s life
easier. Now they can target a large number
of people in one shot thanks to a type of
scam known as “phishing.” Con artists 
send emails pretending to be a financial
institution or company that you trust, often
asking you to visit a website where you
should validate your account/card
information and establish a password. 

The emails may mention that your account
needs to be updated, or that you need to
correct a problem on your account or
advise you that you’ve been automatically
entered into a program associated with
your account or credit card. The goal is
always the same – to get you to submit
personal data that can be used for fraud
or identity theft. 

The Pop-Up
Keep in mind that phishing is not confined
to email, but can also be found on the
Internet. Those fraudulent emails need
websites where you can hand over your
personal information. And these sites look
very, very real.

Beware of pop-up screens asking you to
verify information on a site you may be
browsing. Be careful – it might not be
associated at all with the original screen
you were viewing. In the pop-ups, you’re
prompted to update banking and credit
card account numbers and passwords.
Don’t do it. See a theme here?

What You SHOULD Do 
All the communications mentioned in this
article have the potential to be fraudulent.
The safest course of action is to not respond
to any asking you to provide any personal
or account information.

If you are suspicious about a site … simply
enter a wrong password. If the system lets
you in … chances are you’ve been diverted 
to a bogus site. If you’re suspicious of a
phone call, call back on a number you can
verify before giving up your information.
Remember, they can’t do anything unless
you give them what they want. 

For more information on fraud scams, 
visit the Federal Trade Commission 
website at www.consumer.gov/idtheft,
which is a national resource for information 
about identity theft. 

THESE DAYS, SCAMS ARE EVERYWHERE.
Identification theft, check fraud, online thievery … if you can
imagine it, there’s a good possibility someone is doing it right
now. True, the crooks seem to be getting more sophisticated, 
but the good news is there are ways you can protect yourself.

Phishing, Fraud andYou

Other common reasons were to avoid becoming a burden on their
children, to have a source of retirement income, and to help pay for
emergencies such as catastrophic illness or nursing-homecare.

These answers might make an annuity seem like something you
need to prepare for the worst. But an annuity can also help
contribute to a bright future. Here are some positive features that
may help you decide whether a fixed annuity would be appropriate
for your portfolio.

Stable Income
A fixed annuity is a contract between an individual and an insurance
company. In exchange for contract payments, the insurance company
will pay a guaranteed income to the annuity owner. The amount of
income depends on the contract interest rate, the amount of time
before distributions begin, and other factors.

Flexibility
Nearly every aspect of a fixed annuity can be tailored to meet the
needs of the owner. Distributions can be a lump sum or a series of
payments that may begin immediately or in the future, depending
on the owner’s age. These payments can last for a specific period,
the life of the owner, or one of several other intervals.

Potential Tax Benefits
Nonqualified annuity premiums typically are not tax deductible, but
any earnings grow tax deferred, and ordinary income taxes are due
only upon withdrawal. Because there are no legally mandated
distributions from an annuity, the money can be left to accumulate
tax deferred until it is needed.

Note that most annuities have surrender charges that are assessed
during the early years of the contract if the contract owner surrenders
the annuity. In addition, if the contract is surrendered before age 59
1/2 there may be a 10 percent federal income tax penalty.

The guarantees of fixed annuity contracts are contingent on the
claims-paying ability of the issuing insurance company.

Having enough money to last throughout retirement is something
many people worry about. Call me at 323.845.4434 to learn
whether a fixed annuity may help you prepare for unexpected
expenses and help ensure that you don’t run out of money.

Winning Entry
Judy Faulkner

Second Place
Alexa Brett

s

s

Every year we greatly look forward to our Holiday Art
Contest. The entries are always surprising, creative and
beautifully executed. It was a difficult choice, but we are
pleased to announce this year’s winner: Judy Faulkner.
Judy’s art for the cover of our holiday card was sent to
other credit unions, vendors and the more than 750
companies we service, so a lot of people will get to see
her talent and ingenuity. Plus, Judy will receive a $200
Savings Bond. Rounding out the competition were Alexa
Brett’s Second and Josephine Slosky’s Third Place
entries. They each received a $100 Savings Bond and a
$50 Savings Bond respectively. We’d like to thank all
our talented members who entered. Next year we hope
to see something from you!

I hasten to congratulate 

and thank you for 

your years of loyalty 
and dedication…

– Rupert Murdoch
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IRAs bring together two
tremendously helpful forces,
both of which benefit you: 

1) COMPOUND INTEREST
2) TAX SAVINGS*

As a member, you have at your fingertips one of 
the most powerful financial tools available, short of
selling a screenplay to a major studio. It’s called an
Individual Retirement Account, or IRA. An IRA is a
personal retirement savings plan available to anyone
who receives taxable compensation during the year.
IRAs are a great way to leverage your money, whether
you’re a starving actor or recording mogul.

First Entertainment is ready to help you take full
advantage of an IRA. We offer two types of Traditional
IRAs: Daily and Certificate. Daily IRAs earn dividends 
on all account balances. Certificate IRAs earn higher
dividends and have terms of 12 months to 5 years. 

We also offer Roth IRAs and Coverdell ESAs (Education
Savings Accounts), both of which offer specific tax
advantages not available with Traditional IRAs. 

To find out which IRA is right for you, visit our
website, www.firstent.org. There, you will find 
a downloadable PDF brochure entitled Understanding
Your IRA Options. Open your IRA today.

*Penalties for early withdrawal apply in accordance with IRS regulations. Consult your tax advisor regarding tax benefits.

Proof that good deeds do have their rewards.
If only you could have been there when we called Brandon Ross to tell him
he was the winner of our Mini Cooper giveaway. Yep, Brandon was pretty
happy. And we are too, because our recent Member Referral promotion
was a big success. Apparently, a lot of your friends and colleagues really,
really didn’t like their banks. It’s remarkable:

During the 3 month period of the campaign, First Entertainment
experienced a 20% growth in membership. Not only did we
attract new members, but we gained $2 million in savings and
$1.4 million in loans. 

This kind of growth is exactly what we’re striving for. As new members
join, our resources grow, and those resources are poured right back
into benefits for you, our members. It also proves the point that indeed, 

if given the choice, most people in this world would love an alternative
place to bank. A place like ours.

But let’s get back to Brandon for a moment, who now has one of 
the coolest cars in the parking lot of Cerritos College. That’s where
Brandon majors in business administration. When his early
Christmas present arrived, Brandon let out a sigh of relief and
confessed, “Now I believe it's real.”

Brandon has been a member of First Entertainment since November
2003. How did he win the car that has most of the country drooling?
He simply referred a friend to First Entertainment. (Good example 
for all of us.)

Congratulations, Brandon. And thanks to each of you who did a
good deed and gave us referrals. Many of you will find it
satisfying as your friends thank you for turning them on to a new
way to bank.

For all the new members reading this, we bid you welcome.
You’re part of an exclusive, protective and caring family now,
and we think you’ll find First Entertainment a truly remarkable
alternative in this world of mega-banks and neglectful
customer service.

Brandon Ross
Operation Manager, 

Pacific Theaters

             




